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have returned to Helena for the ��st Montana 
Legislative Session. �ese bills aim to advance 

the cause of historic preservation and the bene�ts it 
brings to the state.  
SB ���  Centennial Farm And Ranch Program

Co-sponsored by Senators Lynda Moss and 
Donald Steinbeisser, SB ��
 creates a program to 
celebrate agriculture and honor Montana families 
on century farms and ranches.  MPA will partner 
with the Montana Farmer�s Union, the Montana 
Stockgrowers and the Montana Historical Society in 
the new program, timed to coincide with the ���th 
anniversary of the ���� Enlarged Homestead Act. 
HB ���  Funding For St. Mary�s Mission
HB ���  Funding For �e Daly Mansion

Representative Gary MacLaren is sponsoring 
two bills to provide maintenance and preservation 
funds for two Bitterroot landmarks. HB ��� would 
provide $
�,��� for work at St. Mary�s Mission, while 
HB ��� directs $
�,��� to the Daly Mansion.
HB ���  Funding For Traveler�s Rest

Sponsored by Senator Diane Sands, this bill 
provides $���,��� to sta	 and maintain additional 
acreage and a museum to house western art 
collections donated to the park by Bill & Ramona 
Holt. �is will enrich the visitor experience at 
Traveler�s Rest, one of Montana�s Premier Lewis & 
Clark sites.
LC ����  Revise Credit For Preservation Of 
Historic Buildings

�is bill, requested by �rst-time legislator 
Rep. Anders Blewett, would create jobs and spark 
downtown business development by expanding state 
preservation tax credits that encourage renovation 
and reuse of historic income-producing buildings.  
SB ���  Heritage Properties Grant Program

Senator Bob Hawks championed this bill to 
increase the lodging facility use tax by �% and use 
the roughly $� million generated to fund tourism 

promotion and historic preservation grants. 
Although the bill was voted down in committee, 
MPA will continue to work with our tourism partners 
on state funding for heritage tourism and historic 
preservation. �anks to our many friends who 
contacted legislators to support for this proposal.
HB ���  Revise Eminent Domain Law On Railroads

Representative Jill Cohenour is carrying this 
bill that would amend current eminent domain 
procedures by railroads. MT law stipulates that 
public use of land to be taken must be most 
compatible with the greatest public good and the 
least private injury; LC ��� would require, among 
other things, consideration of impacts to natural and 
cultural resources in determining the greatest public 
good. 
LC ���� Downtown Preservation Act

�is bill, promoted by Representative Mary 
Caferro, supports downtown vitality by requiring 
state agencies to locate downtown when it is cost-
e	ective and suitable to agency needs.
LC ��� Revitalization Of Native Languages

Montana is fortunate to be the o�cial home 
to seven Indian reservations and eleven Native 
American Nations. Senator Carol Juneau and 
Representative Franke Wilmer worked together 
to bring this bill forward, providing support for 
tribal programs and teaching of native languages in 
Montana as a means to preserve native culture. 
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